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LORD BACH LAUNCHES CONSULTATION ON REVIEW OF LEVY BODIES

Sustainable Farming and Food Minister, Lord Bach, today announced a full consultation on Rosemary Radcliffe’s ‘Review of the Agricultural and Horticultural Levy Bodies’, following publication of her report earlier today.  

Speaking in London at the launch of the review, Lord Bach said:

“I am immensely grateful to Rosemary for all her hard work in delivering this review on time, and in particular for the very considerable care she has taken to listen to the views of interested parties  before formulating her proposals.”

“Her report sets out a comprehensive and thought-provoking case for a new structure for the future. There is much for all of us - Government, industry and wider stakeholders - to consider.”

Setting out the next steps in a process which began when Ministers commissioned the review  in March 2005, Lord Bach said:

“I am conscious that Rosemary points to the need to improve accountability to levy payers in any new arrangements, and it must be right that they and other stakeholders are given the earliest opportunity to comment on the detailed programme of change that she recommends.  

“My fellow Ministers and I are therefore moving without delay to a full, formal consultation of stakeholder interests over the next 12 weeks.  Subject to the views received, we will make further announcements on the way forward in the Spring.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

1.
The consultation process begins today and will conclude on 3 February 2006.  Details can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/levy-bodies/index.htm on the Defra website.

2.
Without prejudice to the consultation exercise, initial preparatory work will get underway within Defra and the Devolved Administrations to ensure that any decisions reached by Ministers can be taken forward as swiftly as possible next year.

3.
Rosemary Radcliffe was invited by Ministers in March 2005 to undertake an independent, cross-cutting review of the rationale for, and role, organisation, funding and functions of the five main GB and UK statutory agriculture and horticulture levy bodies. 

4.
In summary, the Report concludes that there is still a case for statutory levies to address issues of market failure in the sectors in question, and makes recommendations for a new structure to meet the sectors’ needs in future.  This includes proposed arrangements for improving governance, flexibility, focus in activities undertaken, levy collection arrangements, and operations and service delivery, to increase overall value for money for, and accountability to the levy payer.  

5.
Further details, a press release by Rosemary Radcliffe and the Report itself can also be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/levy-bodies/index.htm on the Defra website.  The Defra press release announcing the Review (15 March 2005) and the detailed terms of reference can be found at http://defraweb/news/2005/050315a.htm.
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